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F IRS T EM PLOYES AT -O-B '- · Va lued highl y· by--01ilo 'lJra:ss''-''co.--.offfCIaJsiS1Jiisrarej ,-­
pict ure of 2] members of the company's or ig inal zs-man e mployment . in ' 1888. Left to
r ight , fron t row. are: Jacob H. Hana fius, F rank Fa us t , Joh n (Ja ck) O'L ea ry, Tom
Me Niece (with neckt ie ) the boy, John Winfie ld ; John Ber ry . unident ified, and Jacob lin­
de rman. Childr en in the ir early teens were often employed by ind ust ry be/ore th e Chil d
La bo r La ws went into effe ct. Second row : Gus Witt. Geor ge Mull, E manuel (Tommy)
Meily. unid entified; Char les Live nsb urger. othe r two. uniden tified . Th ir d row: firs t youth - l'-~
believed to be Silo! La uer; un iden tified , Joh n Phill ips (heavy must ache ) George Ce n- ~

ner s. other twO unident Ified , ~.! .

I "W;

. Although the Oh io Bra ss Co. wa s incorporated in
·]S38 a s a small jobb ing brass foundry . the past 50 years
have seen it gr a duall y concent ra te upon products for
the g rowing electric power ind ustry.. Bronze .val ve s for
plumbin g and heating . and mater ials for electr ic t ran s­
11 . however .vhave rema ined im po rta nt products for the
f irrn almost from the day t he r-ornpa ny was fou nded.

Today, Ohio Bra ss manu -: -- -- --~---

fa ctu res a nd sells a numbe r.ct its trolley produc ts to the
of products to the electric.needs of mine trolley opera­
p ower industr-y. to the mines l ion . Th is led to the- grud unl
wh ich produce co al for el ec· developn,e nt of other 'p rp d­
jrical energy and ttrtaurcads.ucts for the rnining -market ..

--- - w h ich transport that coal to-prod ucts which tod ay acc ou nt
:-,. t he generating stations. It ha s . fer more ,than a fifth of O.B'SI

b ecom e a di ver-sified co m- tot a l busine ss I~ ":::"' __-'__-"-_' . ,, ', ,', ,; :'-.
p arry , emp loying more lhan : Duri ng the early streetcar .' "" ORIGINAL ' BUI~DU\lG· - ·.Th is ' two~story briek b uild ing
:2 ,000 people at Its plan ts In ' days, Just as today. the trol- sron insulator tot-be used on ~ at·207',North .Mam st.wes. wbere.theIa te.Frank- Br-Bjac k
Mansfield a nd Barberton. 0 , ley wire s whic h earned the l h lgh -vo~tage ~ electric , --power st a r..ted.. hi.S mach ine..ShOP for brass goods and fq.unded the
and at NIagara Fall s, Cana- elect ric po~~r alo ng a nd transmtsslon lin es . Since-that multi-million dollar indus try now known as Ohio-Brass -Co
d a There are mo re th an 1,_,above the t rack ha d to be m- time ?hlO Brass has been th -(irst day of _ oper~tion ' in thi s build ing "was Oct . 17, 188~
000 Mansfield employes on sulated WIth porcete tn Insula- wor ld s largest pro ducer of an d- some of the ftrstoutput trom the -Jtttte Ia ctory ' wer a
th-e payroll at pr esent . itors . Because m any cus tom- these po~ce!a_~n. ~s':l:~p~ns~()n . in. intpJ_~~ -:c Q.n.!t.rYc;~iQ I'l_-ofthe U. S. ba ttl esh ips , the Kea rsage

In October. 1888, Frank B. ers wanted O-B to supply sll.ta tor sL ha vmg ' now _ mad.s . andthe -Ken tu cky-.- ""-,·- .-
Black a nd five other Mans-tthese ins ulators. as well as ma re than ' 40,000,000. .
f ield men raised $5,000 to' startitbe .equtpment it was the n i n 1922, O-B f ormed a 'sub- boa rd in 1928a fter ha Ving 'ied lel ec ted pre siden t at the b
Ohio Bra" C.O. a,s a lObbi ng !man~f~cturing.. the cO,m pany sidia ry corp orattonTn Cana- Ohio Br-a ss through its for- gi nn ing of 1957 a.nd s till servr
,b ra ss foundry and a mach ineacqUlred , an ml~rest In the da for th e purpose of maki ng mative yea rs: ..:~ , ." " ' - . - in tha t capacity .
s hop': The company soon be_Akron HI-Pot ent ia l P orcela in and selling porcelain .insula- *' . In the 10 years follow ir
gan making Iuushed producls i l nsula~or Co. In Ba rberton. In tor s and other prod ucts - in Charles K; -King -f ollowedtwor ld War Itr Oh to Brass C
to sell . as a m eans of re duc- 119lO It be came a wholly- that count ry- and th roughou t Frank Bla ck as O-B presi-lspent app roxi ma tely $10,00(
.ing the co mpany's de pe n-to wned subs.idlary an d wa s la o the world . ' , dent fro m 1928 until 19<t6 when iOOO for capitar ex pe ndi tur.
nence,...uncnc. Icb-sboc __..w.ork"l t~~ .s~.t _u p ~;as _the - Barber.ton _ At-the-cttme - or-F-ra nk-B;- e--w. es-eleeeee chait lUau of I' and ,wttr ha ve - addeaa ntilhl
-T hese early pr oducts includ_iD lvls lon of O,B. . Black 's fatal heart a ttack in the-board. Geo r ge L.~raffan $5.000.000 for th e per iod b

_ :e d brass and br~n le valves .] * _.. ~_ ~ 1 9~!- he wa s re9..Q.Sp ize.d ,_a s becamlL~enL.in-----l9~an~ twee-n-- }956 --an~the end -
- - The't~lHtnyJ'$: 'empll)Y'mel'ltt~ tn -' 1 9 1 0' Ohio- b rass int ra. Ma nsfleTd's be st·known Indus- has been serving as chairman 1958. A su bstant ial p a rt

at th is urne was less than 30.1
du ced 'tl,~ fir st pr actic al de. tria l lead er. He had mov ed up or- the boa rd s ince .Jan uary, ~hese expendi~ure:s has gor

---- --- - *--- .~-n -fo-l' --it-pof.{;6la~n --buspen..l.l9..Jh~.QQU.Jl!...£ha i r m-~...!!.,<4-'he 1951. Rogt!' .A. Bla ck wa s).tn t 0 moderni za tion and r
In 1893. Mr. Black h ired a : , * - I * I * t PJ~~ e Il H: !'\ t 8f .e1,u ld Hlg&-3-1

young man fr om Crucaeo equcpment.
· n a m e"d Charles K. King . who ' -----~

destgned se line of brass fix- , Buslt~'rI~ Elep ha nts
t ures for the overhead pow- ' ,
e r systems used to run elec- NORTH ' SYRACUSE . N.'
t r ic trolley cars . Not only d id I(Up) - Even, th ieves car
this man's d esigns he lp make [dO much WIth pmk elephant
O-B a le ader in the t rolley
a nd s treet rai lwa y indus try, Howar d C. Smi th toJdoffice
b ut M r. King laun ched a ca. that a th ief, fai ling in a n e
ree r with Ohio Brass tha t led Ifor t to haul away his tv
eventually to h is be coming s tone pink elephants dn v
p r esi dent _ and then board
ch ai rman of the company. [way mark-er s , smash ed u
Upon his death in ]952, Mr. fipair .
K ing beq ueath ed his es tate to ~..._-.':;::=::;;===:""_
t he eo Ie of M ns i 0 ) ' a ngero ll~
W a t new . is Kingwood Cen -
t e r , SYRA CUSE . N .Y. ( UP I)

Oh io Bra ss Co, wa s original- Toy pisto ls can be da ngerou
lv loca ted in a build ing at 207 F'ir'em en quic kly doused ,[J

Nort h Ma-in St., but moved to blaze after Michael Nee l
lt s pr es ent loc a tion at. 380 three . laid his plas tic revclv,
Nor th Ma in in 1&98 u· n y_ on the sto ve and the heate

---4-Hi: tAe r1ttfls fle ld ,..' . -fe-H------t-o - -ehe tirrotem
at that adclr-e ss , A fire de- . ~lon['. _fir ing the linole~_
srroyed al m ost the enure Ir
p la nt In 1905. hut" it wa s
q uickfy rebuil t a rtd busin ess I

- e-nu nued .

*As it/ bec .:.t m e eng rossed in
,JW', manu fac ture of tro lley

:}~: q u l pm e n t . Ohin Bras s began
mak ing more a nd more et ec.
t rrra l prod uct s for all ty pes
of elec tri c rail t ransporta t ion .

w trh the advent of electric,
locom onve-, II,r halllin~ coal
fr om w1\hin Ihf' mine 10 Ihe
~ u rf a c l' , n oB ad apted man y

I

Ohio Brass Started '~

:As Small' JobHi'lJg
Foun~ry In ,1888

",•••n.14. O:.-"......J.arMll
~n~day. July U{ n:i8
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FI RST EMPLOYES AT 0-8 - Valued highl y by O'hio Brass 'Co .- o ffic ia ls "is -tllis -rare- ~
pi ctu re of 21 m embers of the com pa ny 's original 28-m a n employment in 1888 . Left to
right, front row. a re : Jaco b H. Han afiu s , Frank Faust , John (Jack) ' O 'Lea ry, Tom
McNiece ( wit h neckt ie) the boy , J ohn Winfie ld; J ohn Ber ry , un identified, and Jacob Lin-

, .
:Jerman . Children in the ir ea r ly tee ns we re of te n em ployed byindustry before th e Child
l.abor Laws we nt in to e ffec t. Second row : Gus Witt . George Mull, Eman uel (Tom my)
YTeiJ)', unide nt ified : Charles Live ns burgcr. other two uni denti fied . Third row : first youth
)ell': \ ed to he B iB Laue r; unide nt ified , John Phi llips (he a vy must ach e ) George Con'

ne rs . othe r two unidenti fied .
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